
THE NINE PRINCIPLES OF TACTICAL RESPONSE  (MOOSEMUSS) 
 

MANEUVER 
The movement of officers and equipment in an attempt to place a suspect in a position of 
disadvantage.  Flexibility and mobility are characteristics of maneuver. Flexibility is the 
versatility and pliancy in thought and plans.  The ability to react rapidly to unforeseen 
circumstances.  Mobility is necessary to enable prompt actions and reactions. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The end to be attained through the deployment of officers.  Every operation must be directed 
toward a clearly defined, decisive, and attainable objective. 
 
OFFENSIVE ACTION 
The means by which the incident commander holds the initiative, maintains freedom of action, 
and imposes his will on the suspect. 
 
SIMPLICITY 
Simplicity is essential in crisis situations.  “Direct, simple plans, and clear, concise orders are 
essential to reduce the chances for misunderstanding and confusion. 
 
ECONOMY OF FORCE 
An incident commander / operator must accept some risks in non-vital areas to enable him to 
achieve superiority at a decisive place and time.  Determine what resources are available and 
when and where they are needed. 
 
MASS 
Reciprocal of economy of force.  This principle requires that sufficient resources and power be 
concentrated at a decisive time and place. 
 
UNITY OF COMMAND 
There is a point at which a final decision must be made.  That decision must be made by a single 
authority.  This ensures all efforts are focused on a common goal. 
 
SURPRISE 
Surprise is deploying against a suspect at an unexpected time or place or in an unanticipated 
manner. 
 
SECURITY 
Plans must be kept secret, movements guarded, and equipment, command posts, and 
communications protected. 
 
The incident commander / operator who understands and applies these principles gains a 
substantial advantage over one who does not. 


